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In addition, the visa lottery program is by its 

very nature discriminatory. The complex for-
mula for assigning visas under the program 
arbitrarily disqualifies natives from countries 
that send more than 50,000 immigrants to the 
U.S. within a five-year period, which excludes 
nationals from countries such as Mexico, Can-
ada, China and others. 

The visa lottery program represents what is 
wrong with our country’s immigration system. 
My legislation would eliminate the visa lottery 
program. The removal of this controversial 
program will help ensure our nation’s security, 
make the administration of our immigration 
laws more consistent and fair, and help re-
duce immigration fraud and opportunism. 
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S. 386, THE FRAUD ENFORCEMENT 
AND RECOVERY ACT OF 2009 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of S. 386, the Fraud Enforcement and 
Recovery Act of 2009, particularly language 
strengthening the provisions of the False 
Claims Act. At a time when the U.S. Govern-
ment is spending hundreds of billions of dol-
lars to jump start our faltering economy, we 
need to reassure the American people that we 
will have a ‘‘zero tolerance’’ approach to fraud. 
It is important that we honor taxpayer dollars 
as if they were our own. 

In January of this year, the House passed 
H. Res. 40, which I sponsored. This resolu-
tion, now part of the House rules, requires 
each House committee to conduct at least 
three hearings a year on the topic of waste, 
fraud, abuse and mismanagement in the 
agencies under the committee’s jurisdiction. It 
puts in place a systematic mechanism for reg-
ular oversight. 

S. 386 complements and parallels the intent 
of H. Res. 40, with key provisions to bolster 
the False Claims Act. The False Claims Act 
was first signed into law in 1863, as President 
Lincoln sought to combat fraud against the 
United States during the Civil War. It allows 
private individuals to bring lawsuits on behalf 
of the United States, in order to recover funds 
that were wrongfully obtained through fraud. In 
1986, the statute was amended. 

In the 20-plus years since the False Claims 
Act was last amended, however, many federal 
courts around the country have misinterpreted 
and weakened the statute, making it more dif-
ficult for private citizens and the government 
to expose and prosecute fraud against the 
United States. Today, as our country is in the 
midst of two wars and faces the worst eco-
nomic crisis that most of us have ever lived 
through, fraud against the government is again 
on the rise; the time has come to strengthen 
the False Claims Act once more. S. 386 does 
just that. 

Mr. Speaker, the False Claims Act is the 
Federal Government’s most effective tool to 
combat fraud. At a time when additional gov-
ernment funds are exposed to potential fraud, 
the American taxpayers need to be assured 
that their money is not being mismanaged. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill and 
reaffirm their commitment to the American tax-
payers. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE VILLAGE OF 
OAK LAWN, ILLINOIS 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Village of Oak Lawn, Illinois as it 
celebrates its centennial. Throughout its his-
tory, the Village of Oak Lawn has strived to 
embody the best qualities of its residents, and 
in doing so has served commendably as a 
great place to work, shop, raise a family, and 
retire. 

Beginning with its first settler in 1842, the 
Village of Oak Lawn has prospered through 
the years. Symbolic of the ever-expanding 
United States, 1881 saw the laying of the rail-
road tracks that connected the area to the 
world. The railroad and the subsequent rail-
way stations, telegraph office, and post office 
laid the groundwork for a population that grew 
to include churches, schools, and 300 resi-
dents by the early 1900’s. Oak Lawn’s grow-
ing population, coupled with concerns about 
autonomy from the City of Chicago and the 
promise of a much-desired gas pipe, moti-
vated the Village to incorporate in 1909. The 
hard work of the men and women of Oak 
Lawn led to the development of a fire depart-
ment, library, park district and more schools 
by the mid 1940’s. Village population boomed 
to 27,000 by the 1960’s, only to have Oak 
Lawn rocked by a major tornado in 1967. 
Undeterred by that devastating event, Oak 
Lawn grew to its current size of 57,000 by the 
1970’s. 

Today, the Village of Oak Lawn is a suc-
cessful, bustling community well-positioned to 
continue its prosperity in the 21st century. The 
Village employs 400 people in an official ca-
pacity and boasts a fantastic parks system, a 
state of the art library, and over 300 acres of 
parks and recreational facilities. Oak Lawn’s 
excellent education system lays the ground-
work for the success and development of fu-
ture generations, boasting many excellent 
public schools and five Catholic grammar 
schools. Advocate Christ Medical Center and 
Hope Children’s Hospital are located in Oak 
Lawn, providing some of the most acclaimed 
pediatrics, cardiology, surgical services, oncol-
ogy, women’s services and emergency medi-
cine in the area. And the Children’s Museum 
in Oak Lawn serves countless children from 
across the region who come to learn, grow, 
and have fun. 

From the first resident in 1842 to the current 
57,000 residents, citizens of the Village of Oak 
Lawn have shown grit, determination, and a 
commitment to excellence and have continued 
to grow a vibrant community in suburban Cook 
County. 

I am proud to have in the 3rd District of Illi-
nois such a strong example of what makes the 
United States great. May these first one hun-
dred years be only the beginning. I ask my 
colleagues to rise with me to recognize the 
history and achievements of the residents of 
Oak Lawn as the Village celebrates its centen-
nial anniversary. 

HONORING DANIEL AND KIM 
IRWIN FOR THEIR WORK WITH 
THE FAISON SCHOOL—AUTISM 
CENTER OF VIRGINIA 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Daniel and Kim Irwin and their work 
with the Faison School—Autism Center of Vir-
ginia. 

This month Mr. and Mrs. Irwin were honored 
with a CARE Award honoring the significant 
contributions they have made in the education 
of America’s youth. Their dedication to chil-
dren with autism and to the Faison School can 
be seen in their ongoing professional growth 
and the tremendous success of their students. 

Dan and Kim both started at the Faison 
School over 5 years ago. During this time they 
both obtained teacher certifications, board cer-
tifications in behavior analysis, and even mas-
ter’s degrees. Over the course of this time 
they became engaged, then married, and are 
now expecting their first child. 

The Irwins have been an integral part of the 
school’s growth and have helped to teach 
many children with autism to become success-
ful learners, better communicators, and inde-
pendent thinkers. In fact, the work they are 
doing goes a long way in making a difference 
in the lives of children with autism. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
congratulating the Irwins and wishing them all 
the best in their future. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
HOME LOAN IMPROVEMENT ACT 
OF 2009 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I am introducing the bipartisan ‘‘Veterans 
Home Loan Improvement Act of 2009’’ along 
with Reps. BOB FILNER (CA), SUSAN DAVIS 
(CA), KURT SCHRADER (OR), GREG WALDEN 
(OR) PETER DEFAZIO (OR), DAVID WU (OR), 
RON KIND (WI), STEVE KAGEN (WI), AL GREEN 
(TX), and DON YOUNG (AK). Together we rep-
resent each of the states that would benefit 
from an expansion of the Qualified Veterans 
Mortgage Bond program. 

This program was originally created after 
World War II to promote homeownership 
among our returning troops. Together, our 
states offer veterans mortgage loans at more 
favorable interest rates as a reward for their 
service to our nation. As part of a comprehen-
sive review of veterans’ services in the state 
of Oregon, the Oregon Governor’s Veterans 
Task Force recommended a further expansion 
of this highly effective program. 

This Act is based on one particularly timely 
recommendation to expand eligibility for our 
state programs and bring affordable mort-
gages to an additional 264,000 veterans. I 
look forward to continuing to work on behalf of 
Oregon and the nation’s veterans to ensure 
that we provide the best possible quality of 
care and service. 
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